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2% pugust 1953

Acting DD/A

Legal Disability of CIA to Awsrd Militery Decorstio:s

Memorardum for General Cebell fram Acting BD/A,
dated 31 July 1953, sub.ect: Interim Report ou
Honor Awards, with atteched comsents of Genperal Cebe O

1. You have asked ue %o review the comments of Ceneral Cabell
ettacihed to the reference to confirm CIA's legal disabhility to bestow
nilitery swards vpon Agency personnel. Ye return the reference end
attached comments herewlth.

2. In line with your reguest we have examined $h0se sections os
the United States Code which provide for te establis‘ment end sward
of military decorations. These asctions ere fourd in Title 10, Chapter
33, USCA, Sections 1401 et seq., andl Titie 34, Chapter 5, UBCA, Secti e
351 et meq. We have considered gpecifically those sectiong which
concern the suthority to awerd since tils appears to be the irmport o
General Cebell's comments. With limited exceptions, the initial
suthority to sward in each instance is vested irn the President wita o
1imited power of delegation to subordinate echelons of the military
services. PFor example, Section 1310 of Title 10, USCA states:

reguistions, scd limltetions as he shall prescribe, to the
commanding zenerel of & separate army or higher unit in the fie d,
the power conferred :pon Mlwm..... to sward the pednl o honor,

tioe digtinguishedsservics ¢ross, and the distinguished-seryice
medal. (Juiy 9, 1918, c. 143, b0 Stat. 872.J7

3imilariy, Section 364 of Title 34, WSCA provides in pert:

‘The President is herety autborized to delegate, under
such coeditions, regulations, and iipitetions a8 e shail
preseribe, to fleg officers wuo arc ccemenders in chiel ar
commending on importsat independent duty the power conflerred
upon him ..... to eward the Navy eross, the distinguished-
gervice meda’ , silver star medal, ané the Navy end Merine
Corps Medal:; ...”
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3. The foregoing sections autherizing delegation appear on tieir
face to limit the pover of swerd to senior officers of the militar:
services who are in positions of commecd responsibility of a striesiy
militery or saval neture. 'They would not sppear to countenance 8e egr-
tions to others outelde military commscd channels. We ‘avre furthe-
examined the regulations of the militar; services implementing the
statutes cited and ce2o find no instesce where the Sefinition o those
eligible to awerd includes others than senior offieers in positions
of mititary or naval command.

k. In secordance witis tie ‘oregoing it would be our opinion shat
there is no present provisios in statute or regulations wpon which
CIA could rely as autnority for the swerd of militer: &ecoratione So
Agency personnel

5. It might be pointed out in eosment upon peragrep: i{c) of tie
reference that the United Stetes statutes establishing miiitary decore-
tions authorize the eward of certal: ones to civilian personnel serving
in any espaclty with the militery. These decorstions would includs
the Distinguished Service Nedsl (under limited confitions in time of
var), the Distinguished Service Cross, ¥avy Cross, Silver Ster, Bronze
Star Medal, Alr Medsl, Purple Heaxrt, and the Navy snd Merine Corps Mede! .
It ghould be noted, however, that the sward of thege decorations may
be made orly by &uly designeted militery or neval commanders.

€. In comcluglon, it might be brought to General Cabell's attention
that the ¥Working Group on Homor Awards in their fisal report to th:
Chairmen, CIA Career Service Board, dated B August 1952, strongly
urged the desireblility o7 obtalning authorit: Zor CIA to vestow swirde
upen its perscucel in recogrnition of extreordinery achlevement. T
Working Group recommended CIA's suppert of en Execntive Geder whie:
vould esteblish one decaretion to recopnize valor and tiaree decorssiors
to recognize varying degrees of achievement. The former Director of
Central Inteliigence vas of the opinion thet the Agency should reguest
establishment by Executive (wder of a singie swsrd in recogniticn of
either velor or achievement. In furtherance of his views, CIA requested
approval of Executive Qrder 1043L, estabiishing the Ratiael Secur t-
Medsl, which was signed by the President on Janumry 19, 1953.
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